
IN HONOUR OF ART
AND ENGINEERING
For his outstanding body of work, serial 

est known for his Oscar-
nominated Das Boot, German 
DP Jost Vacano ASC BVK also 
enjoyed a two-decade 

Verhoeven, which included 

Mars in Total Recall, dystopian 
Detroit (shot in Dallas) for RoboCop, as well as 
Starship Troopers, Hollow Man and Showgirls. 

Born in 1934 in Osnabrück, the son of a 
choreographer and a conductor, Vacano describes 
himself as a “visually oriented person” whose 

me, the image should be moving,” he says. It’s a 

PRACTICAL FILM SCHOOL  
Intent on a career behind the camera, Vacano 

schools in Poland, Paris, and Moscow but all 
depended on a student speaking the local 
language. Vacano knew he’d have to learn the 

moviegoer and knew the names of several 
cinematographers working in Germany. I thought 
I’d try to talk to them and ask to join their crew.” 

and again that in order to get a job, even work 
experience, he would need a showreel. Catch-22 
but Vacano’s persistence was undimmed. Since 
he could neither study cinematography 
somewhere, nor had a chance to learn and work 
in a professional camera team, he had to start as 
a complete autodidact.

“I thought I’d go to high school and study 
something similar to cinematography – like 
electrical engineering. At the same I knew I wanted 
to be a cinematographer not an engineer, so I also 

so that later on I’d know how to work with actors.” 

at the Munich school was Peter Schamoni, an 
aspiring director who, like Vacano, had struggled 

lifelong friendship. 

Iron Curtain from West Germany into Moscow 
in 1957 and make a documentary about the 

during which, with a rented 16mm Bolex, 

shots of poor Muscovites in the suburbs. Jazz im 
Kreml and  (both released in 1959) 

before making his cinema debut with Schonzeit 
für Füchse
with Schamoni, which won the Silver Bear in 

1970s when he shot The Lost Honor of Katharina 
Blum 

Lieb Vaterland Magst Ruhig Sein
with Roland Klick. Vacano was honoured for 
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MOBILISING THE CAMERA 

MAKING DAS BOOT 

CAMPAIGNING FOR COPYRIGHT 

>>

“THE PHOTOGRAPHIC CREATION OF AN ENTIRE FILM, IN ITS 
TOTALITY, IS A UNIQUE PIECE OF ART. THIS CANNOT BE DIVIDED, 
IT HAS ONLY ONE AUTHOR: THE DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY.”

The NeverEnding Story 

 Moskau Tales From The Crypt

RoboCop

Total Recall 
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TOTAL RECALL

ART, ENGINEERING, AND AUTHORSHIP 
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V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  F O R  O U R  E N T I R E  R A N G E
O F  H I G H  E N D  C A M E R A  S U P P O R T  E Q U I P M E N T .
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RoboCop
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